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Message from Colin Powell 
CEO of Harrow Carers

WELCOME TO OUR SPRING ISSUE

One of the highlights of our support is our new Dementia Choir REIGNITE . Singing together can
lift mood, ease isolation and create moments of connection for people living with dementia and
the people who care for them. It’s not about being a “good singer”—it’s about belonging, building
confidence and sharing something positive each week. If you, or someone you support, would
like to come along, we’d love to welcome you.

If it’s easier to access support online, our Virtual Carers Centre is there whenever you need it,
with information and advice you can explore in your own time. We’re also working to improve
access for carers who prefer support in other languages, with more options becoming available.

Visit us at https://www.harrowcarers.org

Explore support via our Virtual Carers Centre on our website

Colin Powell
Chief Executive Officer

Thank you again for everything you do. If you need support, please reach out, our team is here
for you.

Dear Carers, Volunteers and Friends,

I’d like to start with a heartfelt thank you to all unpaid carers across Harrow. The care, patience
and resilience you show every day, often while juggling work, family and so much else really
matters. Please know that what you do is seen, heard and highly valued.

We’re also delighted that our work has been recognised nationally with the Carers Excellence
Award from Carers Trust. This recognition belongs to our whole community, our staff, volunteers
and partners, and especially the carers whose experiences and voices guide what we do every day.

We know caring can sometimes feel lonely or overwhelming, and you shouldn’t have to cope on
your own. That’s why our activities and safe spaces are so important. Through our groups,
activities and social sessions, carers can meet others, share experiences, make friends and feel
part of a community that truly understands. For many people, these connections become a real
source of comfort, encouragement and reassurance.

Can I please ask for your help in completing our carers survey (located on page 23) as your
feedback is essential for us to know how we are performing and what we need to do differently to
improve our services for you. The survey also helps us identify any gaps in our service provision
and plan for new services that may be required. Thank you in advance.

Over the past few months, we’ve been working hard to make our support easy to access,
responsive and shaped by what carers tell us they need most. That includes statutory Carers
Assessments for both young and adult carers, practical advice, wellbeing support, chances to
take a break, try something new, or simply have someone to talk to. We’re also continuing to
work closely with Harrow Council and NHS partners so carers are recognised earlier and can get
the right help at the right time.

https://harrowcarers.org/
https://harrowcarers.org/
https://www.harrowcarers.org/
https://harrowcarers.org/bridgit-care/


W E B S I T E :
W W W . H A R R O W C A R E R S . O R G

E M A I L :
A D M I N @ H A R R O W C A R E R S . O R G

T E L  N O . :  0 2 0  8 8 6 8  5 2 2 4 2W E B S I T E :
W W W . H A R R O W C A R E R S . O R G

E M A I L :
A D M I N @ H A R R O W C A R E R S . O R G

T E L  N O . :  0 2 0  8 8 6 8  5 2 2 4 3

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

https://harrowcarers.org/
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WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
Mental Health Support Group

Do you care for a loved one with a mental health problem?
Take a break from your caring responsibilities and join us for a warm welcome in a relaxed and

supportive atmosphere.  
“The Drop In is something to look forward to where I feel understood and not alone”

“Sharing is so important and I leave there feeling better”
 “It’s tremendously helpful to be amongst others who can relate to the situations of a carer”

In-person at Harrow Carers Centre in North Harrow every 2nd and 4th Fridays of the
month from 1.30 to 3pm.

ELEVATE 
SELF-SUPPORT GROUP

Elevate Carers meet every Tuesday
11am-12.30pm. We alternate weekly

between Zoom and in person
meetings, in the Harrow Carers Main
Hall.  This is a forum where unpaid
Carers offload and support each

other with our issues. We are
primarily self-sufficient with Harrow

Carers staff setting up the zoom
platform or Main Hall.

All unpaid carers are welcome

As a charity reliant on
donations and grants, we
welcome support through

donations, volunteering, or
bequests. Every contribution

matters—thank you!

Make a difference today 

https://harrowcarers.org/
https://harrowcarers.org/
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/24339?fbclid=IwY2xjawIHCehleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHaqYVUtrjBwrlV46LjC1QuJ5kJrlZymXlyyhA__sjpn3PmLQBFsyR6g2tQ_aem__AoV0wb6uhcidpAQ09rlUA#!/DonationDetails
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Bridgit Care Platform Bridgit Care User Guide

SERVICE UPDATES 
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Why have a Carer's Assessment?
Getting a carer’s assessment could be the first step to gaining vital
support. It’s your chance to discuss the help you need as a carer. 

Find out how it could make life easier for you and the person you care for. 

Carers UK have put together a guide to 

help and support carers

Click the link to the Carers UK: Factsheet- Carers Assessments

Bridgit Care
Accessing Online Self-Help 24/7

How can unpaid carers request support?

Adult carers can seek support and request an assessment of their support needs directly from
Harrow Carers using one of the following routes: 

Phone (duty line): 020 8868 5224
Dedicated mailbox: adult.assessments@harrowcarers.org
Website: www.harrowcarers.org (general information and referral options) 

 
Carers can also continue to contact council adult social care services to explore the support
and options available, by phone on 020 8901 2680 and email via AHadults@harrow.gov.uk

Harrow Carers has partnered with Bridgit Care to
make sure you can get support whenever you need it.
The Bridgit Care Platform, is a free online platform
designed just for carers.

Here you can access helpful advice, practical tools,
and personalised support to make your life a little
easier, Bridgit is here for you, 24/7, whether you’re
looking for wellbeing tips, local services, or just
someone to talk to. This platform is connected directly
to our team.

Click on the button below to access the Bridgit Care
Platform, and answer a few quick questions about you
and you too can access information and chat to one of
the friendly coaches who are there to support.
Alternatively, click on the following link to our website to
hear Colin talk about the platform, also available in the
languages listed below.
https://harrowcarers.org/bridgit-care/ 

B R I D G I T  C A R E  -  H A R R O W  C A R E R S

English Gujarati Tamil Farsi Arabic Somali Bengali Romanian Polish

https://harrowcarers.org/
https://harrowcarers.org/
https://harrowcarers.org/bridgit-care/
https://carers.bridgit.care/app/hcar/ca
https://harrowcarers.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Bridgit-Care-%E2%80%93-User-Guide.pdf
https://www.carersuk.org/media/dw0carp1/assessments-england_2026-27.pdf
https://www.carersuk.org/media/dw0carp1/assessments-england_2026-27.pdf
mailto:adult.assessments@harrowcarers.org
https://harrowcarers.org/
https://harrowcarers.org/
mailto:ahadults@harrow.gov.uk
https://harrowcarers.org/bridgit-care/
https://harrowcarers.org/bridgit-care/
https://harrowcarers.org/bridgit-care/
https://harrowcarers.org/bridgit-care/?show-english=1
https://harrowcarers.org/bridgit-care/?show-gujarati=1
https://harrowcarers.org/bridgit-care/?show-tamil=1
https://harrowcarers.org/bridgit-care/?show-farsi=1
https://harrowcarers.org/bridgit-care/?show-arabic=1
https://harrowcarers.org/bridgit-care/?show-somali=1
https://harrowcarers.org/bridgit-care/?show-bengali=1
https://harrowcarers.org/bridgit-care/?show-romanian=1
https://harrowcarers.org/bridgit-care/?show-polish=1
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Carers Week is an annual campaign to raise awareness of caring,
highlight the challenges unpaid carers face and recognise the
contribution they make to families and communities throughout the
UK. It also helps people who don't think of themselves as having
caring responsibilities to identify as carers and access much-needed
support.

Our theme for Carers Week 2026 is Building Carer Friendly
Communities.  Carers Week runs from Monday 8 June, with a full
week of activities including community outreach, a hospital
information day, a fun social event on Thursday 11  June, and an
online session to recognise, support and celebrate unpaid carers. 

th

More information will be provided nearer the time. 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
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  Community HubCommunity Hub

Unpaid Carers and the Cared for willUnpaid Carers and the Cared for will  
be able to get together, have a cuppa, use the free wi-fi, take part in wellbeingbe able to get together, have a cuppa, use the free wi-fi, take part in wellbeing

activities, and connect with others.activities, and connect with others.  
Our aim is to minimise the impact of the cost-of-living crisis on ourOur aim is to minimise the impact of the cost-of-living crisis on our  

Unpaid Carers and Cared for’s health and wellbeing so that they are able toUnpaid Carers and Cared for’s health and wellbeing so that they are able to
continue caring with the support of Harrow Carers and their peers.continue caring with the support of Harrow Carers and their peers.

 Community Hub

Unpaid Carers and the Cared for will 
be able to get together, have a cuppa, use the free wi-fi, take part in wellbeing

activities, and connect with others. 
Our aim is to minimise the impact of the cost-of-living crisis on our 

Unpaid Carers and Cared for’s health and wellbeing so that they are able to
continue caring with the support of Harrow Carers and their peers.

Community Hub runs from 12pm-2.30pm 
every Thursday until 4  June 2026 then after it will be every 2 weeks  at th

Old Lyonians Sports Ground, 
74 Pinner View, Harrow  HA1 4QF

Badminton, Table Tennis
and Snooker sessions

available at the Community
Hub,  alternating weeks

12pm-2pm

https://harrowcarers.org/
https://harrowcarers.org/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=1116ca80b3bdf0c92579c7d6082165aef0dcabb2591e418ee7514e2bbf323144JmltdHM9MTc3NjkwMjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=07d10ec2-e173-66fe-089b-19cee03267e1&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MH5-RW1iZWRkZWR-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9T2xkJTIwTHlvbmlhbiUyMFNwb3J0cyUyMGFuZCUyMFNvY2lhbCUyMENsdWImc3M9eXBpZC5ZTjVFMTkxRjQ1M0VFNkJCNUMmcHBvaXM9NTEuNTg2NTc4MzY5MTQwNjI1Xy0wLjM1MTE5NTAwNzU2MjYzNzMzX09sZCUyMEx5b25pYW4lMjBTcG9ydHMlMjBhbmQlMjBTb2NpYWwlMjBDbHViX1lONUUxOTFGNDUzRUU2QkI1Q34mY3A9NTEuNTg2NTc4fi0wLjM1MTE5NSZ2PTImc1Y9MSZGT1JNPU1QU1JQTA&ntb=1
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Are you a young carer? Contact us at 020 8868 5224 or email:
youngcarers@harrowcarers.org. We’re here to provide free support and wellbeing

services for unpaid carers.

YOUNG CARERS
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 This Easter half term was truly one to remember, fi l led with
laughter, new experiences, and unforgettable moments for 

our young carers. 

To round off the half term, our young adult
carers enjoyed an adrenaline-filled day of

paintballing. This was a fantastic opportunity
for them to unwind, have fun, and connect with
peers who share similar experiences, all while

enjoying a bit of friendly competition.

Our youth group took part in a thrilling
prison escape challenge, working together

to solve puzzles, think creatively, and
strengthen their teamwork skills. The

energy and enthusiasm in the room were
incredible, with everyone fully immersed in

the experience.

We kicked things off with our first ever juniors
residential trip. Across the week, the group had

the opportunity to step away from their
everyday responsibilities and simply enjoy

being children. From playing games and taking
part in group activities, to sharing meals and
building friendships, the residential created a

space where memories were made and
confidence grew. It was wonderful to see the

young people relax, have fun, and support one
another in such a positive environment.

https://harrowcarers.org/
https://harrowcarers.org/
mailto:youngcarers@harrowcarers.org


W E B S I T E :
W W W . H A R R O W C A R E R S . O R G

E M A I L :
A D M I N @ H A R R O W C A R E R S . O R G

T E L  N O . :  0 2 0  8 8 6 8  5 2 2 4 10

Young carers in Harrow, under 18, assist family members or friends with health challenges or
disabilities. Harrow Carers provides personalised support, including school drop-ins, one-to-one
guidance, monthly outings, and holiday activities. These services aim to offer respite, build resilience,
and connect young carers with peers. 

Since 1996, Harrow Carers has been supporting and empowering young carers in their
responsibilities and personal development. 

If you'd like to support young carers in Harrow, consider donating. Your contribution helps provide
vital services, activities, and opportunities for children and young people who care for loved ones —
giving them the chance to thrive, connect, and enjoy their childhood. 💛

YOUNG CARERS
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@harrow.youngcarers

Are you a young carer? Contact us at 020
8868 5224 or email:

youngcarers@harrowcarers.org. We’re here
to provide free support and wellbeing services

for unpaid carers.

Do You Know a Young Carer? Get in Touch
If you think a child or young person you know may be a young carer, it’s really important that

they receive the right support. A Young Carers Assessment helps us understand their caring
role and ensure they can access appropriate activities, support, and opportunities.

To make a referral or find out more, please contact:

 Michelle Beynon – Young Carers Team

m i c h e l l e . b e y n o n @ h a r r o w c a r e r s . o r g

O r  e m a i l  o u r  t e a m  i n b o x :
y o u n g c a r e r s @ h a r r o w c a r e r s . o r g

Overall, the Easter programme
provided meaningful respite,

opportunities for personal growth,
and most importantly, time for our

young carers to simply enjoy
themselves. Seeing the smiles,

confidence, and connections formed
throughout the two weeks truly

highlights the importance of these
experiences.

Y O U N G  C A R E R S  A S S E S S M E N T

https://harrowcarers.org/
https://harrowcarers.org/
https://www.instagram.com/harrow.youngcarers/
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/24339#!/DonationDetails
mailto:youngcarers@harrowcarers.org
mailto:michelle.beynon@harrowcarers.org
mailto:youngcarers@harrowcarers.org


We kindly ask for a donation when
assisting with form filling. Your

contribution helps us improve our
services and reach more unpaid
carers when they need it most.

Every donation makes a difference
—thank you for your support!

These Benefits Calculators help people to gain access to welfare
benefits, charitable grants and support services. 

We presume most of Harrow residents are with Affinity Water and sometimes, it’s not just about the
bills — it’s about the little extra help that makes life easier.

The Priority Services Register: support beyond billing

If you are caring for a family member that has life limiting illness etc. that requires a lot of changing
personal clothes, also bed clothes, you can approach Affinity Water. If you are paying by metre they
may give you a better tariff, also if you are paying for water annually you should hopefully be eligible.
The best thing to do is to contact Affinity Water, on the following link or check with your paper bill for
their phone number: Priority Services Register (PSR) is designed for customers who may need
additional support due to health conditions, disabilities, age, or other specific needs.

Alternative communication formats
Do you need bills or updates in Braille, large print, or audio? We’ve got you covered. Our PSR ensures
you receive information in a format that works for you.
Advance notification of planned works
If we’re planning work in your area, we’ll notify you in advance so you can prepare for any disruptions
to your water supply.
Support during emergencies
In case of an unplanned outage, we’ll prioritise getting support to those on the PSR. This could include
delivering bottled water to your home if needed.
Peace of mind for family and carers
You can nominate a trusted person to receive updates and manage your account on your behalf, giving
you and your loved ones extra peace of mind.

ADVICE & BENEFITS
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Latest scams and frauds | FSCS - Financial
Services Compensation Scheme look at scams
on a weekly basis

Our Information & Advice team – Anne or Radha on 020 8868 5224
are here to support our Unpaid Carers with benefits advice,

including Council Tax discount and exemptions:

Discounts and exemptions for Severely Mentally Impaired (SMI)
people – London Borough of Harrow

Our Information & Advice team are on hand if you have any questions or require any assistance
with benefits or any other issues relating to your caring role. Both Anne and Radha, Adult
Services Advisors are available at the centre: 0208 868 5224.

For information on income-related benefits, contribution-based 
benefits, 

Turn2us benefits calculator
Policy in Practice better off calculator
Entitled to benefits calculator

Take Five To Stop Fraud | To Stop Fraud -
to help protect you from faud

https://harrowcarers.org/
https://www.affinitywater.co.uk/priority-services
https://www.fscs.org.uk/news/fraud/latest-scams-frauds/
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/council-tax/council-tax-exemption-severely-mentally-impaired-people
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/council-tax/council-tax-exemption-severely-mentally-impaired-people
https://benefits-calculator.turn2us.org.uk/
https://www.betteroffcalculator.co.uk/login
https://www.entitledto.co.uk/?utm_source=BAdviser&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GovUK
https://www.takefive-stopfraud.org.uk/


When a loved one moves into a care home,
families often face not only an emotional
upheaval but also complex financial decisions. 

This information has been compiled by carers
with lived experience to help others feel better
prepared and less anxious when applying for
financial assistance from Harrow Council.
Rules and
processes may change, so it is important to
check that this information remains current.
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

At the time of writing, a person applying for financial assistance must have savings below
£23,250. Carers are advised to prepare well in advance, as financial support usually starts
from the date the council is informed that funds have dropped below this threshold.
 
Applicants are normally required to provide clear evidence, including three months of bank
statements, proof of income, and sometimes information about property ownership. Carers
have found it helpful to gather digital copies of documents early and to check the online
assessment form in advance.
 
The council uses an indicative rate to assess care home costs. This is not the amount paid by
the council, as the resident’s contribution is included. If the chosen care home costs more
than this rate, a third‑party top‐up may be required.

Although processes can feel confusing or slow, sharing lived experience aims to help carers
feel more informed and supported at a challenging time.

Applying for Financial Assistance from Harrow Council for Care Home Fees 

Information compiled in 2026 – based on carers’ lived experience
 

For information on Adult Social Care at Harrow Council,
please visit the Harrow Council Website:

https://www.harrow.gov.uk/adult-social-care

Please click the following link for Harrow Council’s
booklet on Paying for your Care and Support.

https://www.harrow.gov.uk/payingforcare

https://harrowcarers.org/
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/adult-social-care
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/payingforcare


Thank you to all our
wonderful volunteers
- you are amazing!

If you would like to receive a regular* ‘friend’ or if you would like to join us as a
volunteer and make a huge difference to someone’s life, please contact 

Kalpana Mehta, Befriending Co-ordinator at kalpana.mehta@harrowcarers.org 
*Please note our visits are limited to 10 per carer.

BEFRIENDING SERVICE
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Hi, I am a volunteer on the Befriending Project. This is where a befriender meets a person who is an
unpaid carer for a family member - a wife, a husband, a child, a parent for example. 
 
My work is fulfilling and very rewarding as over the 10 weeks that I am given, I can see the other person
changing, relaxing, seeing a totally different perspective. 

As I myself am a carer to my special
needs daughter and my elderly father, I
am able to better understand what the
other carer is going through. Believe it
or not, all carers have similar restraints
of time, energy and loneliness. As one of
my clients said, I feel like a rubber band
- I can not leave my home without
worrying about my Mum as she needs
me; but I am encouraged to go out
more to find a relationship!!

No-one realises how hard caring is until they are in the situation... "I didn't sign up for this!!" said a lady
whose husband has dementia. Another lady, in the same situation, found that 'losing' her husband in
this way was extremely difficult as her husband was no longer her love, her companion, her partner but
a different person altogether. 

I love my job, as even though I've been a carer for long, I still find new things to learn from each client -
new strengths, extreme lengths to which carers go, to do things for their cared for. I get surprised at
the resilience I find in them; but what never ceases to amaze me, is that one and all never knows how
much they do, but blame themselves for not doing enough. Imagine!
 
It thus becomes essential to remind them how strong they really are and how much work and effort
they put in. That they are enough and actually good enough and most importantly, it is okay to make
mistakes. That they are human and it is okay if they forget something sometimes. 
 
Rajal
Befriending Volunteer

Rajal’s Story
Celebrating Volunteer’s Week - 1  June to 7  June 2026st th

https://harrowcarers.org/
mailto:kalpana.mehta@harrowcarers.org
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D u r i n g  D e m e n t i a  A c t i o n  W e e k ,  w e  e n c o u r a g e  c a r e r s  t o  r e a c h  o u t ,  a s k  q u e s t i o n s ,
a n d  s e e k  s u p p o r t .  Y o u r  w e l l b e i n g  m a t t e r s ,  a n d  y o u  a r e  n o t  a l o n e .
P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o :
 

R o s h a n t h i  P e r e i r a  - D e m e n t i a  Te a m  L e a d  ( M o n d a y - F r i d a y )  
E m a i l  r o s h a n t h i . p e r e i r a @ g m a i l . c o m  D i r e c t  L i n e  - 0 2 0 8  0 4 4  5 9 9 6

K e r s t i n  W i l l i a m s  - D e m e n t i a  A d v i s o r  ( Tu e s d a y  &  W e d n e s d a y )
E m a i l :  K e r s t i n . W i l l i a m s @ h a r r o w c a r e r s . o r g  0 7 4 9 5  3 2 3 9 1 9

REIGNITE 
Dementia Choir

A monthly, choir for carers and 
those living with dementia

Tuesday 12  May 2026th

 Tuesday  9  June 2026th

Tuesday 14 July 2026th

 
Old Lyonians, 74 Pinner View, Harrow

HA1 4QF 

11am-1pm £5 per month per carer 
(The charge covers the carer with or

without their loved one) 
Email:

Roshanthi.Pereira@harrowcarers.org
 for more details and to book

“ T h a n k  y o u  H a r r ow  C a r e r s .
I  e n j o y e d  v e r y  m u c h .

N e v e r  s a n g  i n  m y  l i f e  b e f o r e !
W i l l  k e e p  u p  t o  a t t e n d  a s

m uc h  a s  I  c a n . ”  
C a r e r s  F e e d b a c k

Dementia Programme for 2026
6-week programme for Carers only in person

Thursday 23rd July 2026  
to 

Thursday 27th August 2026
from 10am-1pm

Harrow Carers Office, 376-378 Pinner Road HA2 6DZ
Email Roshanthi.Pereira@harrowcarers.org  

for more details and to book

DEMENTIA ACTION WEEK
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Dementia Action Week is a national awareness campaign led by the
Alzheimer’s Society, bringing communities together to improve understanding
of dementia and encourage positive action. This year’s focus highlights the
importance of early diagnosis and timely access to support.

MONDAY 18 MAY – SUNDAY 24 MAY 2006

If you are supporting someone and have concerns about memory loss, changes
in behaviour, or difficulties with everyday tasks, it is important to speak to a GP
and seek advice. Getting support early can make a meaningful difference for
both you and the person you care for. You do not have to manage this on your
own.

S e s s i o n s  c o v e r i n g :
M a n a g i n g  S t r e s s  a n d  W e l l b e i n g  
R e a s o n s  f o r  c h a n g e s  i n
b e h a v i o u r
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
P l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  F u t u r e  
O t h e r  S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e
f o r  d e m e n t i a  c a r e r s  a n d
d e m e n t i a  c a r e d  f o r.

https://harrowcarers.org/
https://harrowcarers.org/
https://harrowcarers.org/
https://harrowcarers.org/
mailto:roshanthi.pereira@gmail.com
mailto:Kerstin.Williams@harrowcarers.org
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=1116ca80b3bdf0c92579c7d6082165aef0dcabb2591e418ee7514e2bbf323144JmltdHM9MTc3NjkwMjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=07d10ec2-e173-66fe-089b-19cee03267e1&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MH5-RW1iZWRkZWR-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9T2xkJTIwTHlvbmlhbiUyMFNwb3J0cyUyMGFuZCUyMFNvY2lhbCUyMENsdWImc3M9eXBpZC5ZTjVFMTkxRjQ1M0VFNkJCNUMmcHBvaXM9NTEuNTg2NTc4MzY5MTQwNjI1Xy0wLjM1MTE5NTAwNzU2MjYzNzMzX09sZCUyMEx5b25pYW4lMjBTcG9ydHMlMjBhbmQlMjBTb2NpYWwlMjBDbHViX1lONUUxOTFGNDUzRUU2QkI1Q34mY3A9NTEuNTg2NTc4fi0wLjM1MTE5NSZ2PTImc1Y9MSZGT1JNPU1QU1JQTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=1116ca80b3bdf0c92579c7d6082165aef0dcabb2591e418ee7514e2bbf323144JmltdHM9MTc3NjkwMjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=07d10ec2-e173-66fe-089b-19cee03267e1&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MH5-RW1iZWRkZWR-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9T2xkJTIwTHlvbmlhbiUyMFNwb3J0cyUyMGFuZCUyMFNvY2lhbCUyMENsdWImc3M9eXBpZC5ZTjVFMTkxRjQ1M0VFNkJCNUMmcHBvaXM9NTEuNTg2NTc4MzY5MTQwNjI1Xy0wLjM1MTE5NTAwNzU2MjYzNzMzX09sZCUyMEx5b25pYW4lMjBTcG9ydHMlMjBhbmQlMjBTb2NpYWwlMjBDbHViX1lONUUxOTFGNDUzRUU2QkI1Q34mY3A9NTEuNTg2NTc4fi0wLjM1MTE5NSZ2PTImc1Y9MSZGT1JNPU1QU1JQTA&ntb=1
mailto:Roshanthi.Pereira@harrowcarers.org
mailto:Roshanthi.Pereira@harrowcarers.org
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DEMENTIA SUPPORT
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OTHER SERVICES
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COULD YOU BENEFIT FROM
HOMESHARE?
Novus Homeshare brings together people with spare rooms with people who are happy toNovus Homeshare brings together people with spare rooms with people who are happy to
chat and lend a hand around the house in return for safe, secure, affordablechat and lend a hand around the house in return for safe, secure, affordable
accommodation.accommodation.

If you know someone who may benefit from this service, please let us know or ask them toIf you know someone who may benefit from this service, please let us know or ask them to
give us a call on 03300 88 2225 or visit give us a call on 03300 88 2225 or visit https://www.novus-homeshare.org.ukhttps://www.novus-homeshare.org.uk

Novus Homeshare brings together people with spare rooms with people who are happy to
chat and lend a hand around the house in return for safe, secure, affordable
accommodation.

If you know someone who may benefit from this service, please let us know or ask them to
give us a call on 03300 88 2225 or visit https://www.novus-homeshare.org.uk

03300 882224 /
info@elitespecialistcare.org

https://www.elitespecialistcare.org.uk

Providing Home Care for Over 15 Years! 

Elite Specialist Care, part of Harrow Carers,
has been delivering home care for over 15

years. We are regulated by the Care
Quality Commission and are an approved

supplier to the London Borough of Harrow. 

ELITE SPECIALIST HOME CARE

Caring 

Person- Centred

Peace of Mind 

Do you know someone who might need some extra
help at home? 

The flexibility of our home care services enables you or the
person you care for to live safely and comfortably in your
home. From hourly, daily, night, or weekly care visits, right
through to the dedicated support of a 24-hour live-in carer.
Whatever care your loved one needs, we’ll work fast to help
find a solution. And we understand care needs can change, so
our plans are always flexible. 

https://harrowcarers.org/
https://harrowcarers.org/
http://www.novus-homeshare.org.uk/
https://harrowcarers-homecare.org/
https://harrowcarers-homecare.org/
https://www.elitespecialistcare.org.uk/
https://harrowcarers-homecare.org/
https://harrowcarers-homecare.org/
https://harrowcarers-homecare.org/
https://harrowcarers-homecare.org/
https://harrowcarers-homecare.org/
https://harrowcarers-homecare.org/
https://harrowcarers-homecare.org/
https://harrowcarers-homecare.org/
https://www.helpinghandshomecare.co.uk/visiting-care/
https://www.helpinghandshomecare.co.uk/live-in-care/


UNIVERSAL CARE PLANS
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What is the Universal Care Plan?
 
The Universal Care Plan (UCP) is a digital care plan based
on what matters to you. It allows your wishes, along with
your individual care and support needs, to be shared
digitally with healthcare professionals involved in your care
in London.
 
A care plan can be created following a conversation
between you and your healthcare professional (such as a
doctor or nurse). Your healthcare professional will listen to
you, understand your needs, and make notes about:  

Benefits of having a UCP

The information in the care plan helps ensure that your wishes and preferences are always considered when
healthcare professionals are caring for you. 

Care planning recognises you as an expert in the planning and management of your own health and wellbeing,
making sure your care fits your whole life.

You won’t need to keep repeating your story as your care plan will be available to all your health and care
teams in London. 

Who you are and what matters to you

Your preferences or wishes for your care in the future

What support you need and who is best placed to provide this

Information about others who may be involved in your care, such as relatives

Your health conditions including any treatments you do or don’t want

What is editable access for Londoners?
In late spring, editable access for Londoners via the NHS login service is due to go live. This will enable
members of the public to start a care plan and edit selected personal information in real time within the UCP,
either via the NHS App or online login. 

For the person receiving care, this provides greater involvement and control, improves the accuracy of
personal information, and reduces the need to repeat preferences and personal stories across services. It also
helps professionals gain a better understanding of the person behind the care plan and supports more
meaningful conversations.

When editable access for Londoners goes live, it will be available
to all users across London. However, we will initially focus on
supporting a group of early adopter GP practices. This approach
will help us gather insights and refine support ahead of a wider
rollout.

For more information on Universal Care Plans, please click the
following link: https://ucp.onelondon.online/patients/

https://ucp.onelondon.online/ucp-editable-access-for-londoners/

https://harrowcarers.org/
https://ucp.onelondon.online/patients/


Be more active

Harrow Health Walks: Free guided walks across
Harrow led by volunteers. New walks include the
Enderley Road Medical Centre Walk and the Step
Up Together Women's Walk. For more
information see Harrow Health Walks
Staying Active Booklet: A list of low cost
and free activities in Harrow. Download the
Staying Active Booklet
Street Tag App: Join teams, collect points,
and tags by walking, running or cycling.
Compete with others and stand a chance to
win Tesco Vouchers. For more information
see Street Tag

LOOKING AFTER YOURSELF 
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It's never too late to start working towards a healthier lifestyle. There are numerous
services available both online and in Harrow to help you on your journey.

Improve mental wellbeing

Harrow Carers: We have many activities, including
counselling to help and support you. Speak to us and
find out how we can help. 
Harrow Carers Counselling 
Our counselling service offers a safe place for you to
be listened to and support you with the difficulties
you’re experiencing. Please give us a call on 0208
868 5224 or email talk@harrowcarers.org for a free
assessment.
Good Thinking: Find digital resources to reduce
stress and get recommendations for NHS approved
apps through the Good Thinking platform
Other mental health support services: View a list of
services in Harrow to support various needs. Visit
Support Services

Action for Happiness brings people together and provides practical resources. They help each other
learn evidence-based skills for happier living, feel a sense of belonging and commit to personal action

to create more happiness, for ourselves and others. https://actionforhappiness.org/

https://harrowcarers.org/
http://www.harrow.gov.uk/walk
http://www.harrow.gov.uk/stayactive
http://www.harrow.gov.uk/streettag
tel:02088685224
tel:02088685224
mailto:talk@harrowcarers.org
https://www.good-thinking.uk/
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/adult-social-care/mental-health/3
https://actionforhappiness.org/


COUNSELLING SERVICE
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https://harrowcarers.org/
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Hello and welcome - we are the Centre for ADHD and Autism Support, or CAAS for short.
We’re a charity available to any resident of North-West London with any connection to ADHD or autism,
no matter their age, whether they’re diagnosed, undiagnosed, or simply a family member, friend,
supporter, or parent of someone with ADHD or autism. Our mission is to support, educate and
empower ADHD/autistic individuals, their families and the community. Through raising awareness we
change perceptions and break down barriers.

From working in the field for 25 years, personal experience of staff, and through talking and listening to
ADHD/autistic people, we have an in-depth understanding of the needs of 
our clients and how to support them. 66% of our Senior Leadership Team, 
and 70% of our staff team, are parents/partners of ADHD/autistic 
individuals or neurodivergent themselves.

Through our work, CAAS empowers those who use our services to be 
more confident and independent, enabling them to advocate for
what they need, and feel more positive aboutthe future.

CENTRE FOR ADHD & AUTISM

Services for Young People
To learn more about any of our services for young people, email us at
enquiries@adhdandautism.org or visit https://adhdandautism.org/services/youth/

CAAS offers many social groups for autistic children and young people.
Through games, quizzes, arts/crafts, films, and discussion, increase
your understanding of what being neurodivergent means to you. 

Our One-to-One appointments offer personal support, and our courses
are designed to help young people explore their differences and to
learn to see the positives in ADHD/autism.

Services for families
To learn more about any of our services for parents and carers, email us at
enquiries@adhdandautism.org or visit https://adhdandautism.org/services/parentcarer-
young-people/ If you’re the parent or carer of an ADHD/autistic child, don’t miss one of our
drop-in support sessions, which take place every Wednesday and Friday 
from 10:30-12:30 in-person in the Centre. They’re available to everybody 
and are a great starting point for accessing our services. We also offer 
workshops to give parents theopportunity to explore ADHD & autism, 
and courses which focus on increasing parents’ understanding and 
support of their ADHD/autistic child/teenager.

Other Services
We also offer services for ADHD/autistic adults, (aged 18) and regular trainings for corporates,
healthcare workers, and everyday people to learn more about ADHD and autism.  To see all our
services, visit https://adhdandautism.org/services/.

We hope to see you soon.

Youth (age 8 to 25): Services for Children & Young People - Centre for ADHD and Autism Support
Adult (18+): Services for ADHD & Autistic Adults - Centre for ADHD and Autism Support
Parents & Cars of Adults: Services for Parents & Carers (of adults): Centre for ADHD and Autism
Support
Parents & Carers of Young People: Services for Parents & Carers (of young people): Centre for
ADHD and Autism Support

https://harrowcarers.org/
mailto:enquiries@adhdandautism.org
https://adhdandautism.org/services/youth/
mailto:enquiries@adhdandautism.org
https://adhdandautism.org/services/parentcarer-%20young-people/
https://adhdandautism.org/services/parentcarer-%20young-people/
https://adhdandautism.org/services/
https://adhdandautism.org/services/youth/
https://adhdandautism.org/services/adults/
https://adhdandautism.org/services/parent-carer-adults/
https://adhdandautism.org/services/parent-carer-adults/
https://adhdandautism.org/services/parent-carer-young-people/
https://adhdandautism.org/services/parent-carer-young-people/
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The Act also says that people should be given all reasonable help to make their own decisions before
anyone decides they cannot. This could include using simpler words, giving information slowly, using
pictures, choosing the best time of day, or having someone they trust with them. Carers often play a
key role in helping with this.

Executive capacity (being able to carry out a decision)

Sometimes a person can understand and explain a decision, but still finds it hard to put the decision
into action. This is sometimes called executive capacity.

plan and organise steps
remember what to do next
judge risks and keep safe
stick to a plan consistently

For example, someone might say they will take their medicine correctly, but then forget doses or take
the wrong amount. This can happen with dementia, brain injury, learning disabilities, mental health
needs, or some neurodivergent conditions.

When professionals look at capacity, they should think about what happens in real life, not only what
the person says in a conversation. If someone is not able to carry out a decision safely, they may
need more support or extra safeguards.

UNDERSTANDING CAPACITY
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Understanding Capacity, Decision‑Making and Your Rights as a Carer

As an unpaid carer, you may help someone make decisions
about day-to-day life, health, money, or future care. It can help
to know what the law says about who can make decisions, and
what you can do if you are worried. The main law is the Mental
Capacity Act 2005.

The Mental Capacity Act applies to people aged 16 and over. It
says we must start from the position that a person can make
their own decisions unless there is clear evidence they cannot.
People are allowed to make choices that other people think are
risky or unwise.

Capacity can also be different depending on the decision and
the time. Someone might be able to decide what to eat, but not
understand a big financial decision. Or they may manage
better on some days than others.

If you want advice or support 
about mental capacity and 

decision-making, please contact 
Harrow Carers. We are here to help.

Please click the following links for
more information:

Mental Capacity Act 2005
Using the Mental Capacity Act

https://harrowcarers.org/
https://harrowcarers.org/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2005/9/contents
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z37_IcDkXWg
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Email: admin@harrowcarers.org

Download the NHS App or log in 
through the NHS website to access NHS

services online.
https://www.nhsapp.service.nhs.uk/login

NOTICE BOARD 
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NHS App

https://harrowcarers.org/
https://harrowcarers.org/
mailto:admin@harrowcarers.org
https://www.nhsapp.service.nhs.uk/login
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Home library service
Telephone: 020 3714 7741

Email:
home.library@harrowlibraries.org.

uk

The Home library service can visit you if
you live in Harrow.   It may work for you if

you find it difficult to get to a library
because you:

are elderly
have a disability or long-term 

      illness
are caring for someone.

The Home library service can make regular
visits and the service is free

Home library service
Telephone: 020 3714 7741

Email:
home.library@harrowlibraries.org.uk

NOTICE BOARD 
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How to access a Macmillan Financial
‘Health Check’ if you are affected by Cancer:
Brent, Ealing and Harrow residents can call : 0203
011 0339 9.30am – 4.30pm (closed for lunch
between 12.30 – 1.30pm). Excluding public holidays.
https://www.citizensadviceharrow.org.uk/macmill
an-benefits-advice-service/. 

Te l e p h o n e :  0 2 0  3 7 1 4  7 7 4 1
E m a i l :

h o m e . l i b r a r y @ h a r r o w l i b r a r i e s . o r
g . u k

h t t p s : // w w w . h a r r o w . g o v . u k / l i b r
a r i e s / h o m e - l i b r a r y - s e r v i c e

HOME LIBRARY SERVICE

Volunteer with Harrow CarersVolunteer with Harrow CarersVolunteer with Harrow Carers
You’ll not only support a good cause but gain real-You’ll not only support a good cause but gain real-
life working experience and develop new skills in alife working experience and develop new skills in a

friendly and supportive environment. We appreciatefriendly and supportive environment. We appreciate
your contribution and we work together to bring theyour contribution and we work together to bring the
best out of each volunteer to make sure that we givebest out of each volunteer to make sure that we give

back to you as much as we can.back to you as much as we can.  

If you would like to volunteer to gain new skills, giveIf you would like to volunteer to gain new skills, give
back to the community and meet new people - getback to the community and meet new people - get

involved with our various volunteering roles.involved with our various volunteering roles.    

Register your volunteering interest hereRegister your volunteering interest here and we can and we can
notify you first about our new opportunities.notify you first about our new opportunities.  

You’ll not only support a good cause but gain real-
life working experience and develop new skills in a

friendly and supportive environment. We appreciate
your contribution and we work together to bring the
best out of each volunteer to make sure that we give

back to you as much as we can. 

If you would like to volunteer to gain new skills, give
back to the community and meet new people - get

involved with our various volunteering roles.  

Register your volunteering interest here and we can
notify you first about our new opportunities. 

https://harrowcarers.org/
https://harrowcarers.org/
tel:02037147741
mailto:home.library@harrowlibraries.org.uk
mailto:home.library@harrowlibraries.org.uk
tel:02037147741
mailto:home.library@harrowlibraries.org.uk
https://www.citizensadviceharrow.org.uk/macmillan-benefits-advice-service/
https://www.citizensadviceharrow.org.uk/macmillan-benefits-advice-service/
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CARER ACTIVITIES GALLERY

Our
befriending
carers in the

sketching
class. 

Here’s some
of their great

work! 

Carers during Sound Therapy REIGNITE - our Dementia Carers Choir
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FINAL NOTES

We value your input and 
would love to hear from you! 

Please take a few moments to fill out our
survey and share your experiences and
suggestions. By participating, you'll not only
help shape our carers strategy and influence
the support we provide, but you'll also have a
chance to win a £25 voucher as a token of
our appreciation. 

Survey Links: 

Adult Carers Survey Link

Young Carers Survey Link
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Staying active isn’t about pushing limits or carving
out hours from a busy schedule, it’s about
consistency and finding what works for you. Even
gentle, regular movement can make a noticeable
difference to both physical and mental wellbeing.
Activities like a short walk, some stretching, or light
exercise can elevate mood, ease stress, improve
sleep, and boost energy levels.
 
For busy individuals and carers in particular,
exercise offers a valuable opportunity to recharge,
clear the mind, and care for your own health while
supporting others. The key is to start small, keep
goals realistic, and pick activities that you truly
enjoy. Remember, prioritising your wellbeing isn’t a
luxury, it’s vital for staying resilient and healthy.

Mark Ramprakash 

E x e r c i s e  a n d  W e l l b e i n g  –  S m a l l  S t e p s ,  B i g  I m p a c t

C a r e r s  –  S h a r e
Yo u r  F e e d b a c k

Your feedback is crucial in
helping us improve and better
serve our community. 

Thank you for your time and
contribution!
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Fundraise for us! 
Could you give a couple of hours of your time to
organise a fundraiser, such as a coffee morning 

or a bake sale, to raise vital funds to support 
our work? 

Since April 2025, we have welcomed 493 new unpaid adult
carers in Harrow. As a charity, we depend on donations and
grants to sustain our services and continue to assist those

in need. There are several ways to support us, including
donating, volunteering, or leaving a gift in your will. 

Every little penny helps, thank you!

USEFUL LINKS
& CONTACTS
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Harrow Council - 020 8863 5611 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
Carers Trust: Helping unpaid carers receive the
support they are entitled to
Getting help from the NHS : The NHS urges the
public to get care when they need it..
Samaritans: If you need to talk to someone.
Rethink: Top tips on managing your mental
health.
Carers UK: Expert advice, information and
support
Ok Rehab: Specialise in addiction treatment.

Our counselling service offers a safe place for you to
be listened to, without judgment, to help you

understand your thoughts and feelings. We can help
you make sense of what you’re going through and
support you with the difficulties you’re experiencing.

Please give us a call on 0208 868 5224 or email
disha.patel@harrowcarers.org for an assessment

FINAL NOTES 

OUR NEWSLETTERS ARE NOW RELEASED QUARTERLY   
IN-BETWEEN WE SEND OUT UPDATE BULLETINS AS NEEDED

Follow us on social media
Connect with Harrow Carers 

on social media. 
We are on Facebook, Instagram,  Threads,

LinkedIn and YouTube

Use NHS 111 to get to the help you need - a
free service for urgent healthcare needs that
are not life-threatening.  https://111.nhs.uk/

Make a difference today 

Consider leaving a gift in your Will to
Harrow Carers

It's best to consult a solicitor or professional
Will writer to ensure everything is done

correctly. For changes to an existing Will,
they can provide guidance. 

For more information, contact
rehna.tanna@harrowcarers.org or call 

0208 868 5224

Thank you for all your donations and
support - we truly appreciate it!

Please call or email
rehna.tanna@harrowcarers.org
and we will support you as much

as we can

https://harrowcarers.org/
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/24339?fbclid=IwY2xjawIHCehleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHaqYVUtrjBwrlV46LjC1QuJ5kJrlZymXlyyhA__sjpn3PmLQBFsyR6g2tQ_aem__AoV0wb6uhcidpAQ09rlUA#!/DonationDetails
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/
https://carers.org/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2020/04/help-us-help-you-nhs-urges-public-to-get-care-when-they-need-it/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/contact-samaritan/
https://www.rethink.org/news-and-stories/blogs/2020/03/top-tips-on-managing-your-mental-health-during-covid-19/
https://www.carersuk.org/
https://www.okrehab.org/
tel:02088685224
mailto:talk@harrowcarers.org
https://digital.nhs.uk/services/nhs-111-online
mailto:rehna.tanna@harrowcarers.org
mailto:rehna.tanna@harrowcarers.org

	HARROW CARERS NEWS
	SPRING 2026 EDITION
	CONTENTS
	MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO                PG.   2
	WEEKLY ACTIVITIES                           PG.   3
	SERVICE UPDATES                             PG.   5
	UPCOMING EVENTS                           PG.   6
	YOUNG CARERS                                 PG.   7
	ADVICE & BENEFITS                           PG.   9
	BEFRIENDING                                     PG.  11
	DEMENTIA  SUPPORT                        PG.  12
	NOTICE BOARD                                  PG. 20
	Information on our other services we provide;  Home Care and Homeshare
	@harrowcarers
	@carer.harrow



	WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
	WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
	Mental Health Support Group
	Do you care for a loved one with a mental health problem? Take a break from your caring responsibilities and join us for a warm welcome in a relaxed and supportive atmosphere.   “The Drop In is something to look forward to where I feel understood and not alone” “Sharing is so important and I leave there feeling better”  “It’s tremendously helpful to be amongst others who can relate to the situations of a carer”
	In-person at Harrow Carers Centre in North Harrow every 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month from 1.30 to 3pm.
	ELEVATE  SELF-SUPPORT GROUP
	Elevate Carers meet every Tuesday 11am-12.30pm. We alternate weekly between Zoom and in person meetings, in the Harrow Carers Main Hall.  This is a forum where unpaid Carers offload and support each other with our issues. We are primarily self-sufficient with Harrow Carers staff setting up the zoom platform or Main Hall.


	All unpaid carers are welcome
	As a charity reliant on donations and grants, we welcome support through donations, volunteering, or bequests. Every contribution matters—thank you!
	Make a difference today



	DEMENTIA SUPPORT
	OTHER SERVICES
	ELITE SPECIALIST HOME CARE
	Do you know someone who might need some extra help at home?
	The flexibility of our home care services enables you or the person you care for to live safely and comfortably in your home. From hourly, daily, night, or weekly care visits, right through to the dedicated support of a 24-hour live-in carer. Whatever care your loved one needs, we’ll work fast to help find a solution. And we understand care needs can change, so our plans are always flexible.

	Caring
	Person- Centred
	Peace of Mind
	03300 882224 / info@elitespecialistcare.org https://www.elitespecialistcare.org.uk
	Providing Home Care for Over 15 Years!
	Elite Specialist Care, part of Harrow Carers, has been delivering home care for over 15 years. We are regulated by the Care Quality Commission and are an approved supplier to the London Borough of Harrow.


	COULD YOU BENEFIT FROM HOMESHARE?
	Novus Homeshare brings together people with spare rooms with people who are happy to chat and lend a hand around the house in return for safe, secure, affordable accommodation.
	If you know someone who may benefit from this service, please let us know or ask them to give us a call on 03300 88 2225 or visit https://www.novus-homeshare.org.uk


	COUNSELLING SERVICE
	Home library service
	Home library service


