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BRIEF HISTORY OF KISWAHILI

The most popular language in Africa

with 100 million speakers.

A mixture of Bantu language

(originating from West Africa) and

Arabic (originating from the Middle

East).

Main language in Tanzania and most

part of East Africa.

Kiswahili = Sawahili (Arabic, meaning

language of The Coast) 

                                  + 

Ki (prefix used when speaking about

languages).



I

We

You

I'm

You're

We're

Mimi

Sisi

Wewe
Mimi ni

Wewe ni

Sisi ni

Basic Pronouns

The trick is to pronounce it

as you see it. There is no

letter combinations in

Kiswahili that make up a

different sound.



How to Say your Name

My name is David.

Mimi ni David.

Say it slowly at first then

speed up each time.

Kiswahili is spoken very

quickly by native speakers.



Pronouncing 

Animals from 

The Lion King

THE LION KING USES A LOT OF
KISWAHILI WORDS TO NAME THE
CHARACTERS. FROM SIMBA TO

PUMBAA ALL THESE NAMES ARE
KISWAHILI WORDS.



Simba 

= 

Lion

SIMBA IS THE KISWAHILI WORD FOR
LION. IT IS ALSO AN ADJECTIVE

MEANING POWERFUL. 



Rafiki 

= 

Friend

RAFIKI MEANS FRIEND. IT IS ALSO
COMMONLY USED AS SLANG TO

DESCRIBE SOMEONE WHO IS WARM
AND KIND.



Shenzi

= 

Jerk 

or

Fool

SHENZI IS SLANG USED TO
DESCRIBE SOMEONE WHO IS

ACTING LIKE A JERK OR FOOL. IT IS
INFORMAL AND MORE POPULAR
WITH TEENAGERS AND YOUNG

ADULTS.



Pumbaa 

= 

Idiot

PUMBAA MEANS IDIOT. IT IS ALSO
MEANS POOP. THE POOP

DEFINTION IS USED DAILY BUT THE
IDIOT DEFINITION IS ONLY USED

WHEN YOU REALLY WANT TO
OFFEND SOMEONE. 



Nala 

= 

Successful

Woman

NALA IS A POPULAR NAME USED TO
DESCRIBE A SUCCESSFUL AND

HARDWORKING WOMAN. IT CAN
ALSO MEAN QUEEN. IT IS ARABIC.



Using You're (Wewe ni) 

& We're (Sisi ni) with Lion King

characters.

We're

(Sisi ni)

We're Pumbaas.

Sisi ni Pumbaa.

You're

(Wewe ni)

You're a Rafiki.

Wewe ni Rafiki.



Singing Time



Hakuna

Matata
The title of the popular song

translates to "no worries".
It is informal and can be used as
a greeting or goodbye. It is more
common with older generations.

The new term for younger
generations is "Hamna Shida".

"It means no worries

For the rest of your days,

It's our problem-free philosophy

Hakuna Matata!"
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Quiz Time

I
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You're

I'm
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?
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?

?

Sisi



Quiz Time

My name is David.

?



Quiz Time

Nala

Pumbaa
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Simba
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?



Questions?



Thank You 
For Coming!
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